March 2019 Newsletter
All the news that’s fit to print from A to Zion
Zion Lutheran Church
226 Corley Mill Road
Lexington, SC 29072
Phone: (803) 356-2297
Fax: (803) 951-0287
ZionLexsc.com
Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00am-2:00pm
Staff
Nathan Gragg
Pastor
Nathan@zionlexsc.com
Walt Hampton
Director of Youth,
Education, and
Communications
Walt@zionlexsc.com
Julie Branham,
Director of Music
Julie@zionlexsc.com
Starr Corley
Financial Administrator
Starr@zionlexsc.com
Steve Shumpert
Facilities Manager
Steve@zionlexsc.com

THE SEASON OF LENT
Ash Wednesday, March 6
2 opportunities for worship at Zion
11:00am in the Cathedral Room, with
Imposition of Ashes. Followed by Hilltoppers
monthly potluck luncheon.
6:30pm in the Sanctuary, with Imposition
of Ashes and Communion. (Preceded by
Wednesday Night Meal at 5:30pm.)
Wednesdays in Lent beginning March 13
5:30pm Lenten Meal in Family Life Center
6:30pm Lenten Evening Worship in Sanctuary
Inside Out
Our Lenten Evening Worship theme
Often times we think of the season of Lent as a
time to focus on what is going on inside of us in
our lives of faith. Spiritual disciplines like prayer
and fasting are ways that we seek to re-center
our hearts and our lives in God. Inside we may
even feel more filled up in faith and more tuned
in to God’s presence. But Lent is also a time to
turn outward, to remember that following Jesus
means paying attention to what is going on in the world outside of us
and carrying out God’s call to be ambassadors for Jesus’ sake. That’s
the pattern of this Christian life, God renews us inside so God can send
us to be renewers out in the world. In a way, God turns us Inside Out.
During Lent we will reflect on this Inside Out life together. To help us
do this, we will hear reflections in worship from members of Zion who
see themselves renewed by God and sent to be renewers. Our Lenten
Evening Worship will include these times of sharing and reflecting
together as well as readings, songs, and prayer to help us all be
strengthened to live Inside Out for the Lord.

Rooted in Christ
Growing in Faith
Reaching Out in Love

This month our congregation will participate in the Lutheran
Services Carolinas Love One Another campaign. See page 2
for more information about this important work.

Love One Another
bringing the total goal for the Campaign to $1.2
million. Efforts are now underway to share the
message about LSC’s work and what it hopes
to accomplish next in South Carolina. I am
excited that our congregation is joining other
Lutherans around the Synod in this important
work.

The Love One Another campaign will
concentrate on raising funds to support three
primary service areas: Guiding Young People
Transitioning Out of Foster Care across the
state; Welcoming the Stranger through refugee
services in the Charleston metro area and the
Midlands; and Encouraging Individuals with
Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities
with a focus on the Upstate and Rock Hill
areas. The challenge goals will include an
emphasis
on
developing
customized
employment options for our current clients
with disabilities and a case management
program for veterans. Please know that all
funds raised during this campaign will be used
for services in South Carolina and will not be
used for administrative fundraising expenses.

Dear members of Zion Lutheran Church,
The people of our state face many
challenges. As members of Zion Lutheran
Church and the South Carolina Synod, our
desire to help address those challenges by
serving our neighbor is in our blood. We have
heard Christ’s command to “love one another”
and we want to help, but sometimes we are not
sure how.
One way you can help your neighbors is
through our partnership with Lutheran
Services Carolinas, or LSC, one of the six
institutional affiliates of the South Carolina
Synod. Formerly known as Lutheran Family
Services, LSC is a mission-based human
services organization whose professional staff
members are skilled in assisting individuals
facing a variety of life challenges. In South
Carolina alone, LSC provides more than $9
million in services each year on our behalf to
serve our neighbors.

This month at Zion you will hear more about
the Love One Another campaign. I urge you to
listen carefully and to open your hearts to
God’s call to serve. For our society to heal, it is
imperative that we love one another. Surely all
of us can find something among these goals
that speaks to our hearts. As you will learn,
our Synod has had a long partnership with
Lutheran Services Carolinas. With the success
of this campaign, we can be assured that LSC
will remain a vibrant partner in ministry for
years to come.

LSC has been approved by the South Carolina
Synod to conduct a capital campaign in
congregations between January 1, 2018, and
December 31, 2019. LSC kicked off its $1
million Love One Another campaign at the
2018 Synod Assembly and announced two
additional challenge goals totaling $200,000,

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Nathan Gragg
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Happenings at Zion
TUESDAY. March 5th
SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER
Beginning at 5:30pm enjoy all you can eat pancakes with
all the fixins’. There will also be songs and games for all
ages. It’s one last chance to feast before the fast of Lent
begins. Sponsored by Zion Youth.
YOUTH: Please be at Zion at 5pm to setup and serve.

Youth Group every Wednesday
Youth Group will continue to meet during Lent. Because this
is a solemn reflective time we will use it as an opportunity to
worship together then have small group reflections together
finishing by 7:30 each Wednesday. All 6th—12th graders are
welcome to dig a little deeper and experience something new.

Every Wednesday 5:30 pm Lenten Meal
6:30-7:30 pm Youth Group for 6th to 12th graders
10 th Annual Prayer Friend Project
It’s almost Lent and that means it’s prayer friend time! Each year
Zion adults are matched with a youth and agree to pray for them
and send them notes of encouragement throughout lent. This is all
anonymous until Palm Sunday when the adults are revealed to
their prayer friend over lunch. Youth and Adults will be matched in
worship Ash Wednesday.
YOUTH this means it’s time to fill out your form and get me a picture ASAP! Each
Youth will need to fill out an information form and return it to Walt by March 3rd(If you
miss this cutoff date please call me.) Please attach a photo to your form, or send one to
Walt (email or text). Please answer the questions clearly with as much info as you can this
is how your prayer friend will get to know you and what to pray for.
The big reveal lunch will be after church on Palm Sunday April 14th at 12:30 PM please
mark your schedule now, it is very important for you to be here for lunch.
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Music Notes
Music Notes – March 2019
The Choir rehearses each Wednesday evening at 7:00pm in the
choir room. Come join us for music and fellowship as we prepare
anthems for upcoming services!
The Handbells rehearse on Wednesdays at 6:15pm in the
sanctuary. We almost always need more ringers, so whether you
have previous experience ringing or not, we need YOU!
If you have any questions, or if you’d like to share your musical
talents in some way, please contact Julie at Julie@zionlexsc.com.

My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast;
I will sing, yes, I will sing praises! Psalm 57:7
Share Your Talent

Easter is just around the corner! If you are interested in providing special music during
our Holy Week or Easter worship services, we’d love to have you join us! Opportunities
include providing prelude music, communion music, as well as accompaniment to
hymns and liturgy. If interested, please see Julie or email her at the email address
above.

Inspirational Quotes
If I were not a physicist, I would probably be a musician. I often think in music. I live my
daydreams in music. I see my life in terms of music.
― Albert Einstein
Music . . . can name the unnameable and communicate the unknowable.
― Leonard Bernstein
Music… will help dissolve your perplexities and purify your character and sensibilities, and
in time of care and sorrow, will keep a fountain of joy alive in you.
― Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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Worship and Music
Serving This Month
March 3

March 10

March 17

March 24

March 31

Acolyte
Crucifer

Elizabeth Grant
Cooper Grant

Libby Branham
Sydney
Branham

Ainsley Ellisor
Kaylee Keisler

Huntington
Cotton
Krystall Henwood

Hannah Elrod
James Gragg

Assist.
Minister

8:30 - Emerson
Fite
11 - Darlene
Weight

8:30 - Troy Fite
11 - Darlene
Weight

8:30 - Emerson
Fite
11 - Darlene
Weight

8:30 - Troy Fite
11 - Darlene
Weight

8:30 - Emerson
Fite
11 - Darlene
Weight

Craig Balch
Christopher
Shealy

David McKinley
Jan Corley

Open Contact
Office to
Volunteer

Communion
Assistants

Susan Shumpert Rayna Kleckley
Lee Caulder
Anna Reeside

Altar Flowers

Mark and Karyn
Stoneberg

Lent

Lent

Lent

Lent

Reader

Ann Mohrmann

Christopher
Shealy

Hannah Elrod

Heath Branham

Walt Hampton

Nursery
Attendant

Betsy & Riley
Burn

Jan Corley

Althea Hendrix

Jessi Hampton

Anna Wingard

Children’s
Church

Donna Corley
Emma & Layla B.

Nikki Harmon

Wendy Nesmith

Jamie Hampton

Open

Coffee
And Fellowship

McCombs
Stonebergs

Hamptons
Fites

Suzette Porth
Harmons

Reesides

Ushers

Charles and Dianne Richardson, Mary Nell and Tom Panyard

Chancel and
Sacraments

Lee and Denise Caulder

Offering
Counters

Laura and Bob McCombs, Charles and Dianne Richardson

Don’t see your name? Interested in helping out?
We are always looking for Sunday servers as backup and to add to next year’s schedule.
Please contact Walt if you’d like to help or know more.
Walt@zionlexsc.com 803-356-2297
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In our Prayers
Current Needs
Sue Anderson
Thomas Kleckley
Eileen Leaphart
Ben Linder (Generations)
Ronnie Monts
Carol Nordquist
Warren Peebles
Rachael Rhoden
Sara Rymer
Homebound
Barbara Brown
Les Caton (Brian Center)
Bruce Corley (Carolina Gardens)
Nellie Drafts
Nila Keisler (Lex. Ext. Care)
Thelma Kleckley (Oakleaf)
Jane Langston

Military
Brett Creasman (Army)
Burton Flake (Army)
Matt Mayer (Air Force)
Rhett Oliver (Army)
Chris Rauch (Army)
Zachary Willis (Navy)
Seminarian
Sarah Derrick

Friends of the Congregation
Declan Alexander (heart, Tim Driggers)
Sue Amick (pulmonary fibrosis, Geri Nilsestuen)
Walter Baker (friend of Betty Baker)
Lynn Balch
Fred Brune (cancer, friend of Leapharts)
Teddy Cregger (lyme disease, brother of Janice Sult)
Bret Davis (health, nephew of Janet Phillips)
Bill Flagg (health, husband of Starr Corley)
Doris Gardner (cousin of Betty Baker)
Pam Holladay (health, mother of Bonnie Phillips)
Jessica Seriah Housley & family (cancer)
Sue Jaeckel (cancer, friend of Geri Nilsestuen)
Shelly Koenig (cancer, daughter of Tom Panyard)
Lenita Krall (cancer, friend of Geri Nilsestuen)
Harriet Kyzer (health, sister of J. Harman and E. Riley)
Margaret Mabe (friend of Ethel Riley)
Deanna Morrical (cancer, Hanna family)
Harry Psenisky (health, stepfather of Sara Rymer)
Linda Rea (cancer, cousin of the Leapharts)
Donna Riggins (cancer, sister in law of Rachael Rhoden)
Dawn Risinger (cancer, cousin of Kevin Keisler)
Holly Roberts (health concerns)
Sylvia Ruff (cancer, aunt of Julie Branham)
George Sanderson (cancer, friend of Carol Nordquist)
Bray Sox (leukemia, friend of Troy Fite)
Emit Taylor (grandson of Craig & Lynn Balch)
Peter Ullsperger (cancer, friend of Fite Family)
Randy Watts (cancer, friend of Bob McCombs)
Barney Weight (Alzheimer’s, C. Nordquist & D. Weight)
Brent Weight (surgery infection, C. Nordquist & D. Weight)
John Whiteside (cancer, friend of the Shaws)
Patty Wingard (cancer, Mother of Greg Wingard)

Ray Kyzer and the family and friends of Margaret Kyzer upon her death.
Family and Friends of Mickey Addy upon her death.
Family and Friends of Murray Seay upon his death.

To ensure we have accurate information on our prayer list please let us know as prayer requests
change. To make updates or additions to the prayer list, contact the church office at 356-2297.
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Congregation Council
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
JANUARY 14, 2019
Chairman, Steve Hendrix, called the meeting to order. All Council Members were present.
Pastor Nathan, Walt Hampton and Steve Shumpert were also present. Craig Balch opened the
meeting with devotions.
Joys and Concerns were shared.
Steve Shumpert gave a brief overview of the facilities.
Secretary’s Report: A motion was made to approve the Minutes from the December 2018
meeting. The motion was seconded and approved.
Treasurer’s Report: A written Financial Report was submitted. A motion was made to
approve the Report. The motion was seconded and carried. Also, a Motion was made, seconded
and approved to reimburse $3,334.00 borrowed from the Reserve Account that was used to pay
off our mortgage less 10% to be forwarded to the SC Synod.

Executive Committee Report: The committee reviewed the list of numerous Restricted
Accounts. Several of these accounts will be closed and the funds will be transferred to the
appropriate existing budget line items.
Steve stated that the following concerns/actions were being addressed:
Moving forward with kitchen procedures and basic kitchen checklist.
Encouraged Council Liaisons to reach out to their ministry committees for a report each
month.
Scope of work for Sanctuary repairs will be reported at next council meeting.
Scouts starting BSA program (girls unit).
Sign-up for SC Synod Leadership Days.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Nathan submitted a written report. He also reported that
Seminarian Sarah Derrick has been officially approved for Candidacy for Call in the SC Synod.
He is also involved with the leadership for the Faith Initiative retreat. He reported that a
production of the musical “Godspell” will be performed at Zion in March. This will be a
fundraising event for the Love One Another Campaign. He also distributed a guide to serving on
church council.
Reports from Ministry Teams:
Christian Education (Dianne Richardson) - Committee will soon begin plans for Vacation Bible
School.
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Congregation Council
Fellowship (Anna Wingard) – No report.
Inreach (Donna Corley) – Plans are being finalized for the Mother-Daughter-Friend Tea in May.
Also, several meals have been prepared for members of the congregation.
Outreach (Betsy Burn) – Snack Pack Ministry is on-going. Family who benefited from Angel
Tree at Christmas was very appreciative.
Mutual Ministry (Mary Nell Panyard) - No report.
Property (Sara Rymer) – No report.
Stewardship (Heath Branham) – No report.
Technology (Craig Balch) – Taking bids to replace projector in FLC. Cathedral Room in need of
projector.
Worship & Music (Sue Anderson) – Next meeting on February 3rd. Committee will review
Advent and Christmas services.
Youth (Bridgett Ridgell) – 18 Youth participated in the Christmas Caroling. Bowling and
fellowship with other youth groups following next Sunday’s worship service.
Business/Action Items
The Boy Scouts asked permission to hold a garage sale fundraiser in the church parking lot on
Saturday April 6th from 7:00 am to 1:00 pm. All proceeds from the fundraiser will go to lowering
costs for all scouts for summer camp. A motion was made to allow the Boy Scouts to use the
parking lot provided it does not interfere with a previous commitment to an individual member
for use the FLC the same day. The motion was seconded and approved.

Zion Leader Retreat is scheduled for Saturday, January 26th, at the Lutheran Seminary. Council
members and ministry leaders are invited.
No further business.
Meeting was adjourned with prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Donna Corley
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Communications
March Birthdays
2nd Henry Phillips
Jenny Ellisor
Jeff Hunter
Shannon Richardson
3rd Iris Harman
Bert Wingard
4th Will Reeside
Drew Branham
5th Guy Kimball
6th Margaret Sox
7th Aubrey Lovette
8th Lynda Hook
9th Rayna Kleckley
10th Jason Sox
Brantlee Boltjes
11th Burlie Corley
Jean Peebles

13th

14th
15th

18th

19th
20th

Steve Wingard
Darlene Weight
Roscoe Nesmith
Jamie Dooley
Dave McKinley
Jack Hampton
Robert Gay
Cristie Ledford
Hadley Harmon
Evelyn Varn
Libby Wright
Janet Setro
Russell Kleckley
Janice Sult
Eileen Leaphart
Sophi Hanna
Tyler Ivey
Traci Hanna

22nd Cassie Hook
Gail Fox
23rd Larkin Corley
24th Kent Grant
George Nesmith
26th Joe Corley
29th Louise Drafts
30th Azmi Jebali
31st Kathryn Barton
Adrian Bandelier

March Anniversaries
1st
4th

Hop & Bridget Ridgell
Brad & Kathy Corley
Nathan & Joanna Gragg
15th Ronald & Janice
Lindler

Enjoy your Special Day!

COMMUNICATION AT ZION
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS are inserted into the bulletin each week. Information should be
submitted by 10 am on Wednesdays to be included.

E-NEWS is e-mailed every Tuesday morning to those who have e-mail addresses on file with the
church office and mailed to those without e-mail addresses. Items for E-News are due in the church
office by 2 pm on Mondays.

NEWSLETTER is published monthly and e-mailed to those with e-mail addresses on file with the
church office and mailed to those without e-mail addresses. Information for the Monthly Newsletter is
due in the office by the 25th of each month.

SCREENS IN THE NARTHEX on Sunday morning also contain important information of things that
may have happened too late for the bulletin. This information is due by 2 pm on Wednesday.

Technology and Scheduling requests at Zion Please call/email the office as soon as you know
you need to reserve space. When you reserve space please request any technology you need, setup
needed if any, and accurate dates and times. When leaving a space please make sure it is clean and
returned to the way it was beforehand, this includes any supplies, tables/chairs, technology equipment,
etc. Thank you for your consideration and your ministry here at Zion!
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